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O God, who on this day, through your Only Begotten Son, have conquered death 
and unlocked for us the path to eternity, grant, we pray, that we who keep the 
solemnity of the Lord’s Resurrection may, through the renewal brought by your 
Spirit, rise up in the light of life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 
 p. 387, Sunday of the Resurrection, The Roman Missal 
 
Dear friends,  

Easter Day is the most important day of the year, the day that towers above every 
other day. 

Two things happened today that changed everything for everyone on planet Earth. 

What happened? On this day, God conquered death. And on this day, he unlocked 
the path to eternity.  

How? God conquered death and unlocked the path to eternity through the 
Resurrection of his Only Begotten Son. 

That day, the day when Christ rose from a grave, was very much like today. Today 
you and I are quarantined. On March 22, County Executive Frank White issued an 
order directing that “all individuals living in Jackson County…to stay at home in 
their place of residence…” There are, of course, exceptions “to provide or receive 
certain essential services or engage in certain essential activities…”  

Still, we are all essentially hiding out from a deadly virus and hoping to avoid 
contagion until the crisis has passed. 

On that day, the day Jesus of Nazareth rose from a grave, his closest friends were 
self-quarantined.  

They weren’t hiding out from a deadly virus. No. They were hiding out from the 
religious and political authorities who had executed Jesus the Friday before. They 
were hoping to avoid arrest and execution as collaborators of Jesus. 

So, in a strange way, this very strange Easter brings us very close to the experience 
of the first Easter. 
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On that first Easter Day, the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala ventured out 
of hiding to come to the tomb of Jesus early in the morning, while it was still dark, 
to mourn for him. What she saw there surprised her. The tomb was empty. 

So, she ran back to the place the disciples were in hiding and told them what she 
had seen. Then Peter, the Rock, and John, the Beloved Disciple, set out to see for 
themselves. They came to the tomb. They saw the burial cloths there, and the cloth 
that had covered Jesus’ head. It was then that John began to believe that Jesus was 
alive, that he had risen from the dead. 

People have been setting out on that journey of faith from that day to this. Those 
first fearful steps to the tomb of Jesus mark out the path that leads to eternity.  

The path is unlocked. It has been opened for us as well. By our faith in the 
Resurrection, through the renewal brought by God’s Spirit, we can confidently 
hope to rise up in the light of life. To rise up to “the life of the world to come” on 
the last day of history. And, to rise up every day of our lives to live each day in the 
light of life, following in the path of faith, hope, and charity.  

Together, we keep the solemnity of the Lord’s Resurrection.  

Sheltered in place as we are, we can’t come together to keep the Solemnity. In the 
Spirit, though, we cannot be separated. We are one in Christ. As St. Paul reminds 
us, we aren’t strangers but “fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ 
Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure is joined together 
and grows into a holy temple in the Lord.” (Ephesians 2:19-21) 

So, together in Spirit, let’s celebrate Easter in prayer and praise! 

And let’s remember that Easter is a season, not just a day. We have 50 days to 
celebrate. God grant that we may be able to gather again before these 50 days are 
ended. Whether or not that happens, remember: 

“This is the Day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.” (Psalm 118:24) 
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